
Original Musical Numbers:

"We'll Build A Little Home"
Lyrics and Music by
George Wallace
(Arranged by Henry Kripps)

"Gone to the Dogs"
Lyrics: Harry Allen
Music: Henry Kripps

Musical Director Henry Kripps

(Credits as per the available print  - a musical number, "I Saw A Robin", is also 
noted in the Sydney Morning Herald, 23rd March 1939 as appearing in the film, 
with lyrics and music by George Wallace, and this song does turn up in the cut-
down version of the film, with Jimmy Alderson - played by John Fleeting - 
crooning to and with Jean Macallister - played by Lois Green).

Stephen Doo also gets briefly into the musical action as a 'singing chef':

George Wallace:

George Wallace had no formal musical training, but claimed he could play any 
instrument in a swing band. (He was also a water colour painter, and liked to 
mould humorous masks). He wrote many of his stage and screen numbers by 
himself. Ken Hall noted this in his autobiography Directed by Ken G. Hall:

His talents were many, quite apart from those embodied in the top-ranking 
comedian he undoubtedly was - in my opinion the best Australia has produced. 
He wrote all his own comedy for his vaudeville act, wrote music - 'The Old 
Slouch Hat with the Side Turned Up' was a wartime hit - he painted, drew 



cartoons, and modelled in clay and plasticine delicate and artistic things you'd 
never expect from the rough, often raucous, comic.
In his second picture Gone to the Dogs I used several long musical sequences 
and they came off extremely well, especially one with George and the diminutive 
and beautiful JCW musical comedy star, Lois Green. This had a ballet with the 
girls leading greyhounds on leashes in a dancing routine that was certainly 
original. 

(Hall then tells an anecdote about wanting a great herd of dogs of every kind for 
the climax, and PMs Jack Souter and Harry Strachan contriving for the studio on 
Saturday morning to be what seemed to Hall like 50,000 kids and 50,000 dogs 
yelling and shouting and barking and fighting, and jamming the street outside the 
studio).

Henry Krips:

The underscore was written by "young Viennese composer" Henry Krips who 
had moved to Sydney. He conducted an orchestra of 22 for the recordings of the 
two musical numbers. Krips had been chief conductor of the Vienna Innsbruck 
and Salzburg town theatres, and conducted Richard Tauber's performance of 
"Giuditta" by Lehar. He rapidly became a musical force in Sydney, and then 
elsewhere. 



The ADB has a detailed biography here. Inter alia, it notes these details of Krips' 
early life and career, and his invaluable contribution to Australian film music.

Henry Joseph Krips (1912-1987), conductor, composer and pianist, was born on 
10 February 1912 in Vienna, youngest of five sons of Josef Jakob Krips, medical 
doctor, and his wife Aloisia, née Seitz. Named Heinrich Josef, he grew up in a 
musical household; the conductor Josef Krips was his brother. Heinrich was 
educated at the Vienna Conservatory of Music and Vienna University; he made 
his conducting début at the cityʼs Burgtheater in 1932. Further appointments 
followed at Innsbruck and Salzburg, at the Vienna Volksoper and at open-air 
festivals. He also composed an opera, Fiordaliso (1936). Although Kripsʼs 
parents were both Catholic, he had Jewish ancestry. On 3 September 1938 in 
Vienna he married Luise Pauline Deutsch; they migrated to Australia, arriving in 
Sydney in November.
Now calling himself Henry, Krips soon found work in the music industry. He 
composed and directed the scores for several Australian films, including Gone to 
the Dogs (1939), Come up Smiling (1939), Dad Rudd, M.P. (1940) and The 
Power and the Glory (1941). 
For the Kirsova Ballet he wrote the music for Faust (1941) and The Revolution of 
the Umbrellas (1943) and provided piano accompaniment for performances. In 
1942-43 he was employed as musical director with George Patterson Pty Ltdʼs 
radio unit. He was naturalised on 10 July 1944. That year he conducted the 
Australian Broadcasting Commissionʼs Sydney Symphony Orchestra during the 
opera season presented by the newly formed Krips-de Vries Grand Opera 
Company. With his wife he developed a passion for collecting Australian art, 
Aboriginal artefacts and carved Chinese jade.
In 1946-48 Krips conducted the SSO, and the Sydney Light Symphony 
Orchestra at its Music for Millions concerts. He was appointed conductor of the 
Perth Symphony Orchestra in 1948. Described by a critic, Raymond Bowers, as 
a 'powerhouse of enthusiasmʼ, he promised to perform 'Mahler, Britten, Bax, 
Bruckner, a pageant of composers known only to Perth from recordings and 
hearsay'. He wrote the music for the films Smithy (1946) and Charles Chauvelʼs 
epic Sons of Matthew (1949).

(Below: Sir Henry Krips)

http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/krips-henry-joseph-12758
http://adb.anu.edu.au/biography/patterson-george-herbert-11351
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